JOINT STATEMENT

5 Round of GRP-MILF Exploratory Talks ended in Kuala Lumpur today with both

g | peace talks towards the end of April 2004, as faciiitated by the

.greeing to resume {orma
Jaysis D Governmenl.

GRP #nd MILF Panels resolved all ontstanding issues standing in the wuy of the formal tatks

upressed confidence that the prospects for lasting peace were firm. They commended the \jlork
m‘ Coordinaling Commuittec on the Cessation of Hostilities (CCCH) of both Partles in stabilizing
sitaation on the ground and nurturing the climate for peace.

e Pusels agreed (0 consolidate their respective proposed Termy of Reference (TOR) jor the
rtational Monitoring Team (IMT), and requested the Malaysian Govcrnment to send the
yance survey team in Southern Philippines soonest possible. An itinerary for the team was
opted- Both Pancls agreed for the Mulaysian Government to finulize the TOR in
psultation with the Panels and undertake the task of setting up the IMT in Southern

ailippines.

Qoth Panels ugreed to the mechanism to extend capocity-building programs for the people in
confliet-affected arens through the Bangsamoro Development Agency (BIA), the development urm
of the MILF. To assist in the rehabilitation nnd development of conflict-affected areas, the
Maloysian Government has committed a similar program for the BDA under its Malaysian
Technical Conperation Program {(MTCP).

Likewise, the Punels will work closely with the World Bank and the multi-donor community in
implementing the joint necds assessment phase of the Multi-Donor Trust Fund intended for the
rehabilitation and development of the conflict-nffccted areas. In this regard, the BDA shall
represeat the MILF. A similar request will e made to the Islamic Development Bank (TDB).

‘The Panels expressed their gratitude to Malaysian Prime Minister Dato’ Seri Abdullah Bin Haji
Abmad Badawi and to President Glorin Macnpagal-Arroyo, for their unslinting support to the
Mindanao peace process, which largely contributed to this breakthrough.

The GRP delegation was composed of Panel Chair Sec. Silvestre C. Afable, Jr., I.t. General Rodolin
Garein, Ms. Diosita T. Andot and Mr. Ryan Mark B. Sullivan and the MILF delegation was
compesed of Mr. Mohagher [qbal, Atiorncy Lanang S. Ali, Atlorney Michael 0. Mastora, Mr,
Robert Maulana M. Alanta, Mr. Mike Pasigan and Mohajirin T. Ali.

Done on 20 Februury 2004 nt Kualn Lumpur, Malaysia.
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i'
|

SILVE FE C/AFABLE, JR. MOHAGHER [QBAL
GGRP Panel Chair MILF Panel Chair

135



