JOINT COMMUNIQUE

The Government of the Republic of the Philippineg (GRP) and the 4
Liberation Front (MILF) peace negotiating panels hejq the 2 Round of Formg) n
Talks on March 1.2, 2000, at the Estosan, Garden Hotel, Cotabato City. -

Opening Ceremony, Secretary Mercado challenged the Grp and the My
Panels to make compromises and find COMMon areas of agreement 50 that g

settlement may be reached, Gov. Canclap ang Mayor Seima rejterateq ﬂrdph}gh ,
and full support to the peace negotiations,

I/ Cha ) Committee
MILF Panel Chair Alsecy Abdulaziz Mimbantgs, dellvered opening

sides, relterating thetr sincerity ang commmitment to the peace talks,

During this meeting, both the QRT/IFFC and the CCcH Presented |
mpecﬁv‘:r::gor!s on the Incidents in Carmen, Cotabato ang Shariff Aguak, Datu Fr::
end Talayan, alf in Maguindanao, The CCCH of the Grp and the MiLp Likeyyey
presented their respective reports on the statug of the lmp!ementaﬁon of the GRP-M]U
Agreements on September 2, 1999 and January 12, 2009

The GRP and MjLp Peace Panylg agreed to cluster the nine (9) Agenda ltems
Presented by the MILE for diseussion in the Formaj Peace Tajks Into iy W |
aggrupations, namely: A

Ancesttal Domain / Agrarian Relateq Issues "

1, i
2 Destruction of Properties and Victims of War / Displaced ang Landles; |
Bangsamoro 1

Humari Rights [ssyes

Social and Cultygay Discriminatjo, / Corruption of the Mind and Moral
Fibre

> Economit Inequities dnd Widespread Poverty

6. Exploifation of Naturaj Respurces

Lol

The Technital Committees of bty Panels were directed to discuss the following, |
for submission to the Peace Panels:

1 GRP proposai ,on the modukn(}on/mlihemw of headings for the
clustered Agenda Items

2 Propassd organization and specific tagky of the Technica) Wor
Groups which wiy discuss the Agendy ltents; kirs

I Ml Drill‘lmon Immunity and Security Guarantess, ang GRP counter-
ahy,

PsupUsay;
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MILF Oraft on the Comprehensive Agreement on Respect for Human
Rights and Humanitarian Laws.

Both Panels agreed to meet again next week, with the following schedule:

21% GRP-MILF Technical Committee Meeting on March 6-7, 2000 at
Estosan Garden Hotel, Cotabato City; and,

4 Round of the GRP and MILF Formal Peace Talks on March 8-9, 2000 at
the same venue.

Done this 2n¢ day of March, 2000 at Cotabato City.

For the GRP Peace Puridl: For the MILF Pedct Panel:

/
Swiugs +
LT.GEN. EUGARDG E. BATENGA AFP (RET) "MO AL
Chairman Acting Chairman

WITNESSES:
ooy c A
EDIR. ALMA K EVANGELISTA SHEIKH MONER BAJUNAID
Chairperson, GRP Technicd Committee Chairnian, MILF Technical Commiitee
A
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