JOINT PRESS STATEMENT

4 Joint seeting of the Sub-Coamittees on Cenaaticn of Hos-
tilities of the Covernment of tho Republic of the Philippines
(GHP) and the Moro Islamic Literation Front (HILF) wag held at

the De’uzh Center, Crossing Simuay. Sultan Kudarat, Haguindanao
on Mareh 23-2%, 1997,

In this joint mesting, the two Sub-Comnittees have agreed to
convene the Interim Ceasefire Honitoring Committea (ICHC) as
previously agreed in the asecond peating of thoe Technical Coamit-
morﬂnmmmmummmzs-zv. 1897,

It was agreed by both Sub-Committmen that the copoalition
gz the Interim Coasefire Monitoring Committee okhall be as fol-
o 2

1. Bepressntative of Rotre Deme University (KDU}

2. Ropresentative of Haguindanson Professionals and Esploy
oen Association  (HAPEA), Inc.

3. Ropresentative of Protestant Lavyers Leagwe of the Phil-
ippinos (PLLP}

4. Representative of Cotabato City Media Nulti-Purpose Coop-
erative (COMPC),

Letters of invitation will be served to the above-mentionsd
organizstions/institutions for their avallabllity and acceptance.

It van agreed further that ths NDU represontative shall sct
an (Chalrmen of the Interim Ceasefire Honitoring Committes, with
the MAPEA repreventative as Vice Chairman.

The Intarim Ceapefire Honitoring Committea shall function
under the following terma:

a} Conduct fact-finding inquiries on mattera refarred to It
by the GRP and MILF Sub-Committees on Cessation .9f Hostilitica
pertalning to alleged viclatioas/infractions of the proviaions of
the Interim Cesscfire Agreement entered into by both Sub-
Committses on January 27, 1897. Referrzls shall be meda after thwm
cther party is duly informed oY the mat'er submitted for inquiry,
and the oape ia not resolved by tha Sub-Committees thersof,

b} Issue appropriats letters of inwitstiom to persona  chooe
declarations/statements may ~red light on matters inder conalder
ation by the Interim Ceasefire Honitoring Committes.

¢} Coordinate with other offices end/or organizations as
Bay be pecesaary in the érmivise of its fusctions/tasks.

d) Prepare and submit reports duly suppoited by approprlate
evidence cn satters which may be referred to it by the GRP amnd
the MILF Sudb-Committees on Cenmsatfon of Hootilities.

e} Conduct its Inquirles and submit roports to the GRP and
dtl;a HILF Sub-Committees of Cessation of Hostilities with utmost
spateh,

1) All reports and proceedings of the Interim Coasefire
Honitoring Committee shall be comsidered classified. Mo part of
it ror informatiom thereof maybe divulged to anyuue, axcept. oy
the suthorized official spokespersons of the GRP and the MILY ua
provided for in the Administrative Praccedures in the Conduct of
g:;mu Technical Committse Hustings sdopted on Februery 28,
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g) Additional meabership to the Isterim Cossefire Womltoring
Comsittee maybe made irpon Joint spprowel by the &P and the HILP
fub-Comsittese on Ceswution of Hoetilitiee.

h) The Interim Ceessfire Monitoring Committes ehall adopt
guch internal procedures as maybe sppropriete to susble it to
sxpoditioaly perform ite tasks and mitwmit the s to the 0P
and HILY Sub-Cosmitieen on Cessation of Rostilities for it Jolnt
potation end spproval.

1) The Interim Ceasefire Honitoring Committes may muploy the
expertise of certain disinterested persone or ocrgumisstions in
ths pursuaince of ite sssigned tashe,

J) Perfom such othsr scts se mxybe Jolinkly detersiwed to be
mecessary by the (BP snd the HILF Sub-Committess on Oséention of
Hostilitiss for the scccupliciment of ite tssis/Dmeticss.

The ORP and the HILF shall, within its copabilitive, provite
aduinistrative support to the Intsrim Cezsefire Henltoring Oon-
pitten in the performance of its fnctiohe.

The two Sub-Committees ou Cevealicst of Hostilities shaill
sutmit the points of agresment In thia jolnt Bewting for I
confirmation and approval to the Third Hoeetimg of the MI‘:II
Commltiee of the CRP the HILE on Agril ©-10, 180T ot the
Notra DNeme University in Cotsbats-City.
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