Joint Agreement in Support of Socioeconomic Projects of Private Development
Organizations and Ingtitutes

This Joint Agreement in Support of Socioeconomic Projects of Private Deveopment
Organizations and Inditutes is being entered into by and between:

The Government of the Republic of the Philippines, herenafter referred to as the GRP,
through its Negotiating Panel headed by its Chairperson, Howard Q. Dee

and

The Naiond Democratic Front of the Philippines, hereingfter referred to as the NDFP,
through its Negatiating Pand heeded by its Chairperson, Luis G. JHandoni.

Wheress, both Paties are desrous of assding private development organizations and
inditutes engaged in programs, projects and activities for the Hilipino peopl€s
empowerment and for thelr socioeconomic devel opment; and

Wheress, these organizations and indtitutes are beneficid to the people and are hdpful in
laying the ground for ajust and lasting peece.

Now therefore, for and in condderation of the foregoing premises the Parties hereby
agree asfollows

Artidel
Respect, Encouragement and Support

Section 1. The GRP shdl respect, encourage and extend gppropriate support to such
private development organizations and inditutes that cary out programs, projects and
activitiesin pursuit of dl or any of the following ams and purposes:

11 To promote and lay the ground for a just and lagting peece based on the
Hlipino peopleés empowemet and thar economic, socdd and culturd
deve opment;

12 To engage in research and planning for the Flipino peoplés empowerment
and ther economic, socdd and culturd  devdopment and to  meke
recommendations on the basis of such sudies and planning;

13 To undeteke programs and projects for the promotion and protection of
humaen rights in generd and particularly the rights of workers, pessants, women,
youth, children and indigenous peoples as wedl as the protection of the
environmen;

14 To undertake programs and projects of reief, rehabilitation and development
bendfidd to communities families and individuds who have been victimized by
humean rights violaions or whaose incomes are be ow the poverty line



15 To promote rura and urban cooperatives among the poor in order to make
them df-reliant and dlow them to raise tharr sandard of living;

16 To generde the means of livdihood or employment for victims of human
rights violations and released palitical detainees;

17 To cooperate with other entities that are genuindy committed to advancing
the rights and interest of the people; and

1.8 To carry out such other ams and purposes as are related to the foregoing.

Section 2. The doresad organizations and inditutes, hereinafter referred to as the
“organizations’, shdl be sdf-governing and independent, as may be provided for in ther
respective charters. In order to transact business and carry on their work, they shdl teke
an appropriate legd status and juridica persondity.

Saction 3. The organizations and inditutes referred to in the preceding section ae
legitimate organizations entitted to dl the rights, privileges protection and legd remedies
enjoyed by other amilar organizaions. Accordingly, they and therr personnd shdl not be
subjected to discrimination or any other form of prejudicid action

Artidell
Funding and Resources

Saction 1. The organizations dhdl rase, manage and use such finendd and other
resources as necessary to be able to carry out their programs, projects and activities.

Section 2. The organizations shdl have access to such sources of funding and resources
asae avalable to amilar organizaionsin the Philippines and aoroad.

Artidelll
Generd Provisons

Saction 1. This Joint Agreement is being entered into in accordance with The Hague Joint
Declaration.

Section 2. The obligations arisng from the provisons of this Joint Agreement shdl
become effective and binding upon the goprova hereof by the respective Principds of the
GRP and NDFP Negotiating Pandls.

Section 3. The Negotiating Panels or represertatives of both Paties may consult each
other regarding organizetions to be asssed under this Agreement and execute such
additiond joint agreements or undertekings as may be necessay to implement this
Agreamen.

The GRP and the organizations concermed dhdl work out the moddities of
implementation.



Done on the 16th day of March 1998 in The Hague, The Netherlands.
The Government of the Republic of the Philippines

By Amb Howard Q. Dee; Chairperson, GRP Negotiating Pandl
Rep. Jose V. Yap, Member

Sec Silvesre H. Bdlo 111, Member

Atty. Rene V. Sarmiento, Member

Ms Zenaida H. Pawid, Member

The Nationd Democratic Front of the Philippines

By: Luis G. Jdandoni, Chairperson, NDFP Negotiating Pand
Fdd V. Agcaoili, Member

Coni K. Ledesma, M ember

Agerio B. Pdima, Member

Jojo S. Magdiwang, Member

Witnessss

Hon. Jose C. De Venecia, Speeker, House of Representatives GRP

Jose Maria Sson, Chief Political Consultant, NDFP Negotianting Pand

Usec. A. Wilfredo Clemente, DECS, GRP

Antonio L Zumd, Senior Adviser NDFP Negotiating Panel

Ms. MA. CarlaL. Munsayac, Executive Director |11, GRP Negotiating Pandl Secretariat
Romeo T. Cgpulong, Generd Counsd, NDFP Negotiating Pandl.



