STATEMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT OF SIERRA LEONE AND THE REVOLUTIONARY
UNITED FRONT OF SIERRA LEONE ON THE DELIVERY OF HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE
IN SIERRA LEONE

The parties to the conflict in Sierra Leone meeting in Lome Togo on 3rd June 1999 in the context of the
Dialogue between the Government of Sierra Leone (GSL) and the Revolutionary United Front of Sierra

Leone (RUF/SL):

Reaffirm their respect for international convention, principles and norms, which govern the right of people to

receive humanitarian assistance and the effective delivery of such assistance.

Reiterate their commitment to the implementation of the Cease-fire Agreement signed by the two parties on

18th May 1999 in Lome.

Aware of the fact that the protracted civil strife in Sierra Leone has created a situation whereby the vast

majority of Sierra Leoneans in need of humanitarian assistance cannot be reached.

Hereby agree as follows:

1. That all duly registered humanitarian agencies shall be guaranteed safe and unhindered access to all
areas under the control of the respective parties in order that humanitarian assistance can be delivered
safely and effectively, in accordance with international conventions, principles and norms govern

humanitarian operations.

2. In this respect the two parties shall:

a. guarantee safe access and facilitate the fielding of independent assessment missions by duly registered

humanitarian agencies.

b. identify, in collaboration with the UN Humanitarian Co-ordinator in Sierra Leone and UNOMSIL, mutually
agreed routes (road, air and waterways) by which humanitarian goods and personnel shall be transported

to the beneficiaries to provide needed assistance.

c. allow duly registered humanitarian agencies to deliver assistance according to needs established

through independent assessments.

d. guarantee the security of all properties and of and goods transported, stocked or distributed by the duly

registered humanitarian agencies, as well as the security of their project areas and beneficiaries.

3. The two parties undertake to establish with immediate effect, and not later than seven days, an

Implementation Committee formed by appropriately designated and mandated representatives from the



Government of Sierra Leone, the Revolutionary United Front of Sierra Leone, the Civil Society, the NGO
community, and the UNOMSIL; and chaired by the United Nations Humanitarian Co-ordinator, in co-

ordination with the Special Representative of the Secretary General in Sierra Leone.

The Implementation Committee will be mandated to:

a. Ascertain and assess the security of proposed routes to be used by the humanitarian agencies, and

disseminate information on routes to interested humanitarian agencies.

b. Receive and review complaints which may arise in the implementation of this arrangement, in order to

re-establish full compliance.

4. The parties agree to set up at various levels in their areas of control, the appropriate and effective
administrative and security bodies which will monitor and facilitate the effective delivery of humanitarian
assistance in all approved points of delivery, and ensure the security of the personnel, goods and project

areas of the humanitarian agencies as well as the safety of the beneficiaries.

Issued in Lomé

June 3 1999



