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Annex 11
[Original: Russian]

Protocol on refugees, signed in Tehran on 13 January 1997

Wth a view to overcom ng the consequences of the civil war and achi eving
peace and national accord in the country, and in accordance with the protocol on
t he fundanental principles for establishing peace and national accord in
Taji kistan of 17 August 1995, the joint statement on the results of the fourth
round of inter-Tajik talks in Almaty and the appeal by the President of the
Republic of Tajikistan, M. Enmonali S. Rakhnonov, and the | eader of the United
Tajik Opposition, M. S. Abdullo Nuri, to their fell ow countrynen who had been
forced to | eave the country, adopted in Mbscow on 23 Decenber 1996, the
del egations of the Republic of Tajikistan and the United Tajik OQpposition
(hereinafter referred to as "the Parties"), have agreed as foll ows:

1. To step up nutual efforts to ensure the voluntary return, in safety and
dignity, of all refugees and di splaced persons to their hones, and to conplete
this process within 12 to 18 nonths fromthe date of signature of this Protocol
Wth a view to ensuring their safety, honour and dignity, the Parties also cal
upon the United Nations, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OCSCE) and the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) to provide assistance in order to ensure the safety of returning
refugees and di spl aced persons and to establish and expand their presence at
pl aces where such persons are living.

2. The Governnment of the Republic of Tajikistan assumes the obligation to
reintegrate returning refugees and di spl aced persons into the social and
economc life of the country, which includes the provision to them of
hurmani tari an and financial aid, assistance in finding enploynment and housi ng and
the restoration of all their rights as citizens of the Republic of Tajikistan
(including the return to them of dwellings and property and guarant eed
uninterrupted service), and not to institute crimnal proceedings agai nst
returning refugees or displaced persons for their participation in the politica
confrontation and the civil war, in accordance with the legislative acts in
force in the Republic.

3. The Parties have decided to resune the work of the Joint Comm ssion on
problens relating to refugees and, within one nonth fromthe date of signature
of this Protocol, with the assistance of UNHCR, to draw up a statute of the
Conmi ssi on.

4. The Parties have decided to instruct the Joint Conmission, with the
participation of representatives of |ocal hukumats (executive conm ttees) and
the United Tajik Opposition for the period during which this Protocol is being
i npl enented, to visit on a regular basis, in accordance with a separate
ti metabl e, refugee canps in the Islam c Republic of Afghanistan, places in the
Commonweal t h of | ndependent States (CI'S) where there are concentrations of
refugees and districts in the Republic of Tajikistan to which refugees and
di spl aced persons intend to return. Simlar visits shall be organi zed by the
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Joint Commi ssion to places where displaced persons live in | arge nunbers. The
above-nentioned timetable shall be agreed by the Joint Conm ssion within one
month fromthe date of signature of this Protocol.

5. The Parties appeal to the Governnents of the CIS States to consider
i ssuing tenporary identity documents to refugees from Tajikistan and to assi st
UNHCR in carrying out additional measures to ensure the safety of refugees and
to defend their honour and dignity.

6. The Parties express their sincere gratitude to the United Nations,
UNHCR, OSCE, donor countries and the Aga Khan Foundation for their assistance
and at the sanme tinme nmake an urgent appeal to themand to the Internationa
Monet ary Fund, the World Bank, the European Devel opment Bank, the |slam c Bank
and the Aga Khan Foundation to provide additional and substantial financial and
mat eri al support to refugees and di spl aced persons and to the Joint Comm ssion
on problens relating to refugees, and al so for the purpose of rehabilitating the
nati onal econony destroyed by the war and inproving the well-being of the
popul ati on.

(Signed) Tal bak NAZAROV (Signed) Khoja Akbar TURAJONZCDAH
Head of the del egation Head of the del egation of
of the Government of the the United Tajik Opposition

Republic of Tajikistan

(Signed) Gerd Dietrich MERREM
Speci al Representative of the Secretary-Cenera
of the United Nations for Tajikistan



