AGREEMENT ON THE GROUND RU

MEETINGS BETWEEN THE GRP AND noyrt &0

AND NDFP PANELS

This Agreement is being entered into by and between:

The Negotiating Panel of the Government of the R. : L
hereinafter referred to as the GRP Panel, rcpmxmzuseh;;f ;I;e_ Philippines,
Chairperson, Howard Q. Dee; its

and

The Negotiating Panel of the National Democratic Front ilippi

] of the Phili
herc}naﬂer referred 10 as the NDFP Panel, represented herein by illrs PPIneS
Chairperson, Luis G. Jalandoni.

Pursuant to due authority, the two Panels hereby agree:

ARTICLE I
GOVERNING PRINCIPLES

Section 1. In their deliberations during the formal talks and in the
interpretation of this Agreement, the GRP and NDFP Negotiating Panels
shall at all times conform to the letter and spirtt of the Hague Joint
Declaration of 1 September 1992, the pertinent provisions of the Breukelen
Joint Statement of 14 June 1994, and the Joint Agreement on Safety and
Immunity Guarantees of 24 February 1995.

ARTICLE I
CONDUCT OF PANEL NEGOTIATIONS

Section 1. Venue and Schedule of Meetings. The GRP and NDFP

Panels shall hold their formal peace negotiations in the venue previously
agreed upon under Section 6, Article II[ of the Joint Agreement on Safety

1 The two Panels shall mutually agree on the
and Immunity Guarantees e cls 0

schedule of mectings. There shall be rea_sonablc tir
consult their principals before any meehng.
\
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ion 2. Subject Matter of the Meetings. The specific agenda for
! Sﬁ:‘;i ag:oéd upon by the Panels. The Panels sha]l exchange 2
tt;;uiled proposals and/or working papers on thp issups for di§cmsi0n o
a reasonable period of time before the meeting in which such issues shall b,
discussed.

Section 3. Quorum. A majonty of the compositi_on of each Papef 4
required to be present at every meeting in order to constitute a quorum,

Section 4. Presence of Persons Other than Panel Members. The two
Panel Chairpersons shall agree on the number of Advisers, Legal Counsels,
Consultants, Secretariat staff, and security personnel, who may be present in
the meeting room and in the vicinity.

Section 5. Presiding Officers, The two Panel Chairpersons shalf act
as co-presiding officers for the meetings of the two Panels.

8. The two Panel Chairpersons shall agree on the allocation of time
for each agenda jtem.

b. Each Panel shall
side in meetings.

d. When no agreement has been reach :
rm_sonablc period of time, such item may be gifznu:: ?gcnda o within 2
fiehberation- Thereafter, the two Panels shgj Proceed Of further

by to the next agenda
Section 7. Format of Meetings,

a. The Chairperson of cach Pane] sh
but may desigate Panel members, Mﬁse;" *Peak on behayr oy Panel,
Consultants to speak, when appropriate, unsels and



b. WhmitisthctumofonePamlto’mm e
the other Panel Chairperson or Panel members perm; " txcdmmbym l:lllotted time,
ia;er_pelhte or respond immediately to any point, with the pcmm’_ hcr‘ may
Chairperson of that Panel. 13810n of the

c. EachPanclmaYPrOPOSGadra.ﬁonan agreed :
which draft may become the basis for discussioz and agfl;p:‘ne:tgenda e

ARTICLE III
DOCUMENTATION

Section 1. Use of Audio Documentation. Audiotapi f sessi
shall be allowed, uniess otherwise mutually agreed upon .ng of sessions

Section 2. Minutes. Each Panel shall be entitled
who shall take the minutes for their respective Panels. Ht:\:c‘:zsoﬂc;mn?;mm
Panels may mutually adopt a common recording and documentation system
and agree on an official record of the deliberations and minutes of the
meetings. Limitations on access 1o or release of such records and minutes
shall be mutually agreed upon by the Chairpersons of the two Panels,

ARTICLE IV
RESOURCE PERSONS

Section 1. Each Panel may avail itself of experts as Consultants, who
may or may not belong to 1its side, to assist the Panel. Y&

ARTICLE V
MEDIA COVERAGE

Section 1. Media coverage or the absence of it at any meeting shall be
mutually agreed upon by the two Panel Chairpersons.
Section 2. The holding of joint press conferences o the issuance of

joint press statements may, from time to time, be mutually agreed upon by
the two Panel Chairpersons, taking mto account the progress of the peace

negotiations.
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Section 3. It is the inherent nght of either Panel W hold separate Prew
mfﬁmchuMWWMmQunmydwm
necessary or appropnate, taking into account the basxf: tenets of truth ang
faimess and the need to safeguard the on-going negotiations from being
jeopardized. The Panel Chairpersons may mt'xm_aﬂy agree on the
confidentality of sensitive issues under negotiations.

ARTICLE V1.
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Section 1. Applicability. The provisions of this agreement shal] apply
to the formal meetings of the two negotiating Panels. All other meetings of
the Panels related to the peace process shall be considered as part of the
consultation process.

Section 2. Amendments. The two Panels may from time to time
mutually agree to amend, modify or supplement this agreement as the
Circumstances may require.

 Section 3. Effectivity. This agreement shall take effect upon the
signing hereof by the Chairpersons of the tWo negotiating Panels.

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF FOR TH

THE REPUBLIC OF THE DEMOCEE'?IEI%ISI&T

PHILIPPINES NEGOTIATING OF THE PHILIPPINES
ANEL: . 7 NEGOTIATING PANE]L..

Howard Q. Dee, Luis . Jalandoni, =

Chairperson, GRP Panel Chairperson, NDFP Paye



