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Memorandum on the creation of de-escalation areas in the Syrian Arab Republic

The IslamicRepublicof Iran, the Russian Federation and the Republic of Turkey as guarantors of the
observance of the ceasefire regime in the Syrian Arab Republic (hereinafterreferred to as
“Guarantors”):

—guided by the provisions of UNSCresolution 2254 (2015);

—reaffirmingtheirstrong commitment to the sovereignty, independence, unity and territorial
integrity of the Syrian Arab Republic;

—expressingtheir determination to decrease the level of military tensions and to provide for the
security of civiliansinthe Syrian Arab Republic,

have agreed onthe following.

1.the following de-escalation areas shall be created with the aimto puta promptendto violence,
improve the humanitarian situation and create favorable conditions to advance political settlement
of the conflictinthe Syrian Arab Republic:

— Idlib province and certain parts of the neighbouring provinces (Latakia, Hamaand Aleppo
provinces);

—certain partsinthe north of Homs province;
—ineastern Ghouta;
—certain parts of southern Syria (Deraaand Al-Quneitra provinces).

The creation of the de-escalation areas and security zonesis atemporary measure, the duration of
which will initially be 6months and will be automatically extended on the basis of consensus of the
Guarantors.

2. Withinthe lines of the de-escalation areas:

—hostilities between the conflicting parties (the government of the Syrian Arab Republicand the
armed opposition groups that have joined and will join the ceasefire regime) with the use of any
kinds of weapons, including aerial assets, shall be ceased;

—rapid, safe and unhindered humanitarian access shall be provided;

—conditions to deliver medical aid to local population and to meet basicneeds of civilians shall be
created;
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—measurestorestore basicinfrastructure facilities, starting with water supply and electricity
distribution networks, shall be taken;

—conditionsforthe safe and voluntary return of refugees and internally displaced persons shallbe
created.

3. Alongthe lines of the de-escalation areas, security zones shall be established in orderto prevent
incidents and military confrontations between the conflicting parties.

4. The security zones shall include:

- Checkpointsto ensure unhindered movement of unarmed civilians and delivery of humanitarian
assistance as well as to facilitate economic activities;

- Observation posts to ensure compliance with the provisions of the ceasefire regime.

The functioning of the checkpoints and observation posts as well as the administration of the
security zones shall be ensured by the forces of the Guarantors by consensus. Third parties might be
deployed, if necessary, by consensus of the Guarantors.

5. The Guarantors shall:

—take all necessary measures to ensure the fulfillment by the conflicting parties of the ceasefire
regime;

—take all necessary measuresto continue the fight against DAESH/ISIL, Nusra Frontand all other
individuals, groups, undertakings and entities associated with Al-Qaeda or DAESH/ISIL as designated
by the UN Security Council within and outside the de-escalation areas;

—continue efforts toinclude in the ceasefire regime armed opposition groups that have notyet
joinedthe ceasefire regime.

6. The Guarantors shall in 2 weeks aftersigningthe Memorandum formalJointworking group on de-
escalation (hereinafter referred to as the “Joint Working Group”) composed of theirauthorized
representativesin ordertodelineatethe lines of the de-escalation areas and security zones as well
as to resolve otheroperational and technical issues related to the implementation of the
Memorandum.

The Guarantors shall take steps to complete by 4 June 2017 the preparation of the maps of the de-
escalation areas and security zones and to separate the armed opposition groups from the terrorist
groups mentionedin para.5of the Memorandum.
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The Joint Working Group shall prepare by the above-mentioned date the maps of the de-escalation
areas and security zones to be agreed by consensus of the Guarantors as well as the draft Regulation
of the Joint Working Group.

The Joint Working Group shall report onits activities to the high-level international meetings on
Syriaheldin Astana.

The present Memorandum entersinto force the next day afterits signing.

Donein Astana, 4 May 2017 inthree copiesin English, havingequal legal force.

Signatures

IslamicRepublicoflran Russian Federation Republicof Turkey

Source: Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Russia http://www.mid.ru/en/foreign_policy/news/-
/asset publisher/cKNonkJEO2Bw/content/id /2746041
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