Memorandum on Measures of Providing Safety and
Strengthening of Mutual Confidence between the Sides in the
Georgian-Ossetian Conflict

Moscow, 16 May 1996

The representatives of the Georgian and South Ossetian sides through the meditation of
the representatives of the Russian Federation and with participation of the representatives
of the Republic of North Ossetia-Alania and Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE) held negotiations about the further advance towards full scale political
settlement of the Georgian-Ossetian conflict and, having the will to remove the
consequences of the conflict and restore between them relations of peace and mutual
respect;

being convinced in the necessity to put an end to the hard heritage of the last years and
stand on the way leading to peace, confidence and agreement;

confirming the adeptness to the regulations of the UNO Charter, basic principles and
decisions of OSCE, to internationally recognized norms of international law;

guiding by the principle of territorial integrity of states and right of people for self-
determination;

successfully stating that on the basis of the Agreement on the principles of settlement of
the Georgian-Ossetian conflict and engaging Joint Peacekeeping forces in July 1992
military activities in the conflict zone were ceased;

stating about the readiness to follow the way of conflict resolution in the spirit of mutual
respect and only through politic methods;

finding it necessary to make steps which could lead to full scale political settlement of the
conflict,

Agreed on the following:

1. The sides in the conflict refuse from using or the threat of using force, from putting
political, economic and other forms of pressure to each other.

2. The sides will take all the necessary measures on preventing and suppressing any
unlawful activities, infringing the rights of people on their nationality belonging;

3. The sides will carry out real measures to provide worthy settlement of the issue of
refugees an internally displaced person, who suffered in the Georgian-Ossetian conflict.



4. The sides agree that those who took part in the armed conflict but who didn’t commit
military crimes and also crimes against civil people are not subjected to criminal pursuit.
In the near future the sides will create necessary conditions for the work of law-
enforcement bodies on the investigation of the mentioned crimes and call to account
guilty persons.

5. The sides successfully stress the positive character of practicing regular meetings of
the representatives of law-enforcement bodies and will comprehensively assist to their
work on recovery of criminal situation in the conflict zone.

6. On the way of full scale settlement of the Georgian-Ossetian conflict the zone will be
de-militarized step-by-step on the basis of special agreements. Peacekeeping forces may
present in the demilitarized zone.

7. The sides think it expedient to elaborate in frames of the Joint Control Commission a
plan of stage-by-stage cutting down of the number of checkpoints of the Peacekeeping
forces, lessening their concentration in places of permanent dislocation, organizing their
service with consideration of providing the safety of people.

8. The sides express readiness jointly and with assistance of International organizations
including NGOs to hold meetings of representatives of the Georgian and Ossetian
political and social organizations, scientists with participation of the representatives of
the Russian Federation and other countries, “round tables” of the representatives of
creative intelligence, also to organize meetings of journalists so as to exchange objective
information. The side will take measures for safe movement and staying of the
representatives of Mass Media.

9. The side will continue negotiations with the aim to achieve full scale political
settlement.

10. The sides successfully stress the readiness of the Russian Federation to be a
guarantor, of the Republic of North Ossetia-Alania to participate in the implementation of
the agreements, achieved in the existing Memorandum and of the OSCE to be an
assistant to all this.

11. The given Memorandum comes into force since the moment of its signing.

For the Georgian side :

For the South Ossetian side:

Through the meditation of:

The Republic of North Ossetia-Alania (the Russian Federation)

The Russian Federation:



