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Agreement name  Memorandum of Settlement on Bodoland Territorial Council  

Date  10 Feb 2003  

Agreement status  Multiparty signed/agreed  

Interim
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Agreement/conflict
level

Intrastate/intrastate conflict 

India-Adivasi Conflicts (1955 - ) (Northeast India)

 
Several of seven sister states in Northeast India have had ongoing conflicts with the
central Indian government, as well as among themselves following India's independence
from the British Empire in 1947. Northeast India, in particular, lags behind the rest of
India in infrastructure development. Tensions also exist between the various ethnic
groups and Indian nationals migrated from elsewhere.

Bodoland:
The Bodo are a predominantly Christian group of about four million people living in the
mountainous region of eastern Assam, India. Since 1986, the guerrilla organization – the
National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) – fought for independence of Bodoland.
An initial truce was signed in 1989 and negotiations began with the Assam government.
However, the NDFB resumed the conflict and new attempts to reach a peace settlement
have not been successful. In 2005, a faction of the NDFB entered negotiations and signed
a ceasefire agreement after suffering heavy losses. This splintered the NDFB and more
radical factions that continue to fight.

Darjeeling:
Gorkhas in the state of West Bengal waged a guerrilla war against the central government
from 1986-1988. Anti-foreign riots started in 1979 after a steady infiltration of Hindus and
Muslims from other parts of Bengal. Tensions continued until the Accord of Darjeeling
peace agreement was concluded in 1988. This accord provided for an autonomous
Gorkha district around Darjeeling, which would remain part of West Bengal. It was
implemented in The Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council (Amendment) Act of 1994. After 2007,
a second wave of enthusiasm for Gorkhaland was revived by the Gorkha Janmukti
Morcha, however, this time by non-violent means. Nonetheless, the introduction of
Bengali into schools, raised tensions in a Nepali-speaking region and as of 2017 conflict
appears to be increasing.

Hmar:
Tension in Mizoram were primarily due to political domination by the Assamese over the
Mizo. The Mizo National Front was formed in 1961 in the aftermath of a devastating
famine in the Mizo Hills in objection to Indian Government response, or lack of. With
popular support the MNF staged an uprising in 1966, but was unable to take control. It
was only in 1986 that a peace accord was signed granting Mizoram statehood and the
MNF became a political party. The same year the Hmar People's Convention was formed
as a political party advocating for the rights of the Hmar which were ignored by the 1986
peace accord. The movement aimed to create an autonomous state in the north of
Mizoram. A 1994 agreement between the HPC and Indian government resulted in the
formation of the Sinlung Hills Development Council. However, a splinter group - the
Hmar People's Convention-Democracy - was formed in 1995 demanding a separate
administration. 

Manipur:
The Manipur insurgency is linked to national, ethnic and political identity issues that
occupy many of the conflicts in India's northeast that emerged following the
independence of India in 1947. Among the largest groups are the United National
Liberation Front, the People's Revolutionary Party of Kangleipak, the People's Liberation
Army of Manipur, and the Kanleipak Communist Party. The conflict continues as of 2017.

Nagaland:
The exception is Nagaland, wherein tensions predate 1947 and the Nagas announced
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Stage  Framework/substantive - partial  

Conflict nature  Government/territory  

Peace process  India Bodoland peace process  

Parties

 

(Hagrama Basumatary) Chairman, Bodo Liberation Tigers
(P K Dutta) Chief Secretary, Govt. of Assam
(R C A Jain, Secretary (BM), Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India  

Third parties
 
Signed on 10th February, 2003 at New Delhi in the presence of Shri L.K. Advani, Hon’ble
Deputy Prime Minister of India and Shri Tarum Gogoi, Chief Minister of Assam.  

Description

 

This agreement establishes the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC). The agreement
specifies the administrative borders of the BTC; the political status of the BTC; the power
and functions of the BTC; revisions to the police administration; amendments to the list
of Scheduled Tribes in the Indian Consitution; the status of ethnic groups in the BTC;
development issues, protection and recognition of the Bodo Language; and DDR and
refugee relief provisions.  

Agreement
document  

IN_030210_MemorandumSettlementBodolandTerritorialCouncil.pdf (opens in new tab) |
Download PDF  

Women, girls and gender 

Participation 

 

Participation→Gender quotas 
Page 2, 4. Status of Bodoland Territorial Council 4.2.: A provision will be made in para 2(1)
of the Sixth Schedule for increasing the number of members for BTC up to 46 out of
which 30 will be reserved for Scheduled Tribes, 5 for non-tribal communities, 5 open for
all communities and 6 to be nominated by Governor of Assam from the unrepresented
communities for BTC area of which atleast two should be women. Nominated members
will have the same rights and privileges as other members, including voting rights.
Election from the 40 constituencies of BTC shall be on the basis of adult franchise. The
term of the elected members of BTC shall be for 5 years.  

Equality  No specific mention.  

Particular groups of
women 

 No specific mention.  

International law No specific mention. 

New institutions  No specific mention.  

Violence against
women 

 No specific mention.  
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Transitional justice  No specific mention.  

Institutional reform No specific mention.  

Development  No specific mention.  

Implementation  No specific mention.  

Other  No specific mention.  
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